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Builder almost ready to let go of downtown Franklin Brownstones
Buyers finally are starting to move into landmark property

By CATHI AYCOCK
For Williamson A.M.

FRANKLIN — It took time
to build one of the wonders of
the world, the pyramids of
Egypt. Developer Bernie But-
ler laughs when he likens his
latest residential project to the
same pace.

“I told somebody the other
day, I think they built the pyra-
mids faster than we've built
the Brownstones. But then
again, we are taking a long
time to build something that is
going to be around, in a his-

toric area, for a very long
time.”

The development, 26 town-
homes that begin pricing at
$L5 million, was started in
December 2004.

“We have homebuyers
moving in slowly now. We
should have two residents
moving in about every two to
three months over the next
12 months. So everyone will be
moved in by next summer.”

Butler says only one com-
pleted condo and four unbuilt
units remain for sale.

“We own the land on First
Avenue. It looks like a gravel
parking lot right now, but in
the next 30 to 60 days we will
start on the final four units.
After that, no more Brown-
stones.”

Buyers excite builder

Butler says when he started
the project, the buildings were
the most exciting thing he
could think of.

- Please see BUYERS, 21W

JEANNE HEASONDVER / FILE J’THE TENNESSEAN
Resrdents are slowly moving into the Brownstones in down-
town Franklin. The builder will start on the final four units in the
next two months.
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